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1 . IN RESPONSE TO CJCS TASKING UNDER AUTHORITY AND DIREC- 
TION OF SECDEF, USS TRUETT (FF 1095) HAS BEEN DIRECTED TO 
AUGMENT MIDEASTFOR, FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENHANCING US SUR- 
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VEILLANCE OF ONGOING ACTIVITY IN THE RED SEA/GULF OF ADEN 
REGION. AS NOTED REFTEL C. THIS AUGMENTATION, AND PRESENTLY 
OPEN-ENDED REQUIREMENT TO COLLECT INFORMATION IN THE AREA, 
WILL REQUIRE THE ASSISTANCE OF ADDEE POSTS AND COOPERATION 
OF HOST GOVERNMENTS AND PORT AUTHORITIES TO PROVIDE REQUI- 
SITE LOGISTIC SUPPORT FOR US NAVY UNITS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 
FYI, WITH USS LA SALLE IN NAPLES, TRUETT’S ARRIVAL WILL 
BRING MIDEASTFOR STRENGTH IN THE REGION TO THREE DESTROYER/ 
FRIGATE SIZE VESSELS. END FYI. 

2. WE CANNOT AT THIS TIME PREDICT FROM WASHINGTON THE EX- 
ACT FREQUENCY AND SPREAD OF FUEL STOPS/PORT VISITS AND/OR 
LOGISTIC RESUPPLY FLIGHTS WHICH MIGHT BE REQUIRED TO SUPPORT 

TWO OR THREE US NAVY SHIPS (AS COMPARED TO MORE THAN 25 
SOVIET VESSELS NOW IN THE USSR INDIAN OCEAN SQUADRON). 
SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS WILL BE MADE KNOWN BY APPROPRIATE 
AUTHORITIES AS INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE. WE ENVISION 
THAT EACH SHIP WILL REQUIRE A BRIEF FUEL STOP (NORMALLY, 
ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE ON SAME DAY) EVERY SIX DAYS. WE ARE 
CONFIDENT THAT PORT CALL (AND POTENTIAL AIRLIFT) SCHEDULING 
WILL BE BALANCED AMONG AVAILABLE LOCATIONS, TAKING EMBASSY 
VIEWS AND FACILITY CAPABILITIES INTO ACCOUNT. WHILE IN 
THE SHORT TERM, SCHEDULED COMMERCIAL AIRLINES MAY BE USED 
AS NECESSARY TO SUPPORT SHIPS, REQUIREMENT FOR OCCASIONAL 
MILITARY AIRLIFT FLIGHTS MAY ALSO ARISE. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 027947 

4. IN ORDER TO MEET CONCERNS FOR HOST COUNTRY SENSITIVI- 
TIES EXPRESSED REFTEL A, ACTION ADDRESSEE EMBASSIES MAY. 

AT THEIR DISCRETION, INFORM HOST GOVERNMENTS IN CONFIDENCE 
THAT OCCASIONAL USN FUEL STOPS (AND POSSIBLE FUTURE USN 
SMALL-SCALE LOGISTICS SUPPORT TO THE VESSELS BY AIR) WILL 
BE/ARE BEING REQUESTED IN THE HOST COUNTRY SOLELY TO SUP- 
PORT US SURVEILLANCE OPERATIONS. AND THAT USG POLICY OF 
NON-INTERFERENCE IN EVENTS IN THE HORN REMAINS UNAFFECTED 
BY THE TEMPORARY ADDITION OF ONE FRIGATE TO MIDEASTFOR 
UNITS IN THE REGION. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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